
 

 

 

 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 

  

THEODORE J. FOLKMAN,  

 Civ. A. No. 13-10614-RWZ 

Plaintiff,  

  

vs.  

  

US DEPARTMENT OF STATE,  

  

Defendant  

  

 

[PROPOSED] SUPPLEMENTAL COMPLAINT 

11. On April 25, 2014, Folkman submitted a second FOIA request to the State 

Department, a true copy of which is attached to this Supplemental Complaint as Exhibit 1. 

12.  The State Department has acknowledged receipt of the FOIA request, but to date 

the State Department has not responded substantively to the FOIA request, nor has the State 

Department provided Folkman with a written notice under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(B) extending the 

time for its response and providing a date on which a determination is expected to be dispatched. 

Folkman is therefore deemed to have exhausted his administrative remedies. 

13. Folkman is entitled under the statute to receive copies of the records requested in 

his second FOIA request. 

14. In the second FOIA request, Folkman requested expedited treatment on the 

grounds that he is a “news media requester.” 

15. The State Department administratively denied Folkman’s request. Folkman 

appealed, and the State Department administratively denied his appeal. Folkman has therefore 

exhausted his administrative remedies.  
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16. In fact, Folkman is a “news media requester” entitled to expedited treatment. He 

comes within the relevant statutory and regulatory definitions, is seeking public records in order 

to report on the activities of the federal government (in particular, how the government responds 

to requests by third parties to keep information confidential in the face of FOIA requests), and he 

has an urgent need for the records given the fast-moving and ongoing nature of the 

Chevron/Ecuador dispute. 

DEMAND FOR RELIEF 

Therefore, in addition to the relief sought in the Complaint, Folkman demands: (1) that a 

judgment be entered enjoining the Department of State from withholding agency records 

requested in the second FOIA request and ordering the production of any agency records 

improperly withheld from him; (2) a declaration that he is entitled to expedited processing as a 

“news media requester” under the FOIA and the State Department’s regulations; (3) an award of 

reasonable attorney’s fees; and (4) costs. 

Respectfully submitted, 

       

Theodore J. Folkman (BBO No. 647642) 

MURPHY & KING, P.C. 

One Beacon St. 

Boston, Mass. 02108 

(617) 423-0400 

tfolkman@murphyking.com 

 

Pro se 

 

Dated:  

 
672756 
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